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To him thus Sumedha, for whom desires

Of sensuous love were worthless, nor availed

To lead astray, made answer:  " O set not

The heart's affections on this sensual love.

See all the peril, the satiety of sense.     (485)

Mandhata, King o5 th* world's four continents/

Had greater wealth to gratify his sense

Than any other man, yet passed away

Unsatisfied, his wishes unfulfilled.     (486)

Nay, an the rain-god ruined all seven kinds

Of gems till earth and heaven were full, still would

The senses crave, and men insatiate die.     (487)

* Like the sharp blades of swords are sense-desires/

* Like the poised heads of snakes prepared to dart/
' Like   blazing   torches,'   and    "like   bare   gnawn

bones."2    (488)

Transient, unstable are desires of sense,
Pregnant with 111 and full of venom dire,
Searing as heated iron globe to touch.
Baneful the root of them, baleful the fruit.     (480?
As * fruit '3 that brings the climber to a fall,
Are sense-desires ; evil as ' lumps of flesh *
That greedy birds one from the other snatch ;
As  cheating * dreams';   as " borrowed   goods "   re-
claimed.    (490)
fi As spears and javlins are desires of sense,'

1 A mythical ancestor of Sninedhfi's and the Buddha's people, the
S&kiyas. Mentioned in Any. Nil;., ii. 7; JTttaka. ii. 810, ill. 454 $\ ;
Dlpavansa, iii. 5; Malidvansti, tS, 231 : MiUndajjafika. 113, 291, etc.

*2 These similes are all quoted from Ma/jJtima Nikfiya, i. 180,364^".
Cf Sayy. Nik., i. 128; Aug. Nik., iii. 97. See below.

3 The text in these four lines gives merely the metaphor. As this
would call up no associated similes in us, I expand the terms after the
similes in Majjlwtna Nikriya, 54th Sutta, whence they arc borrowed.